RELEASE NOTES FOR DRAMATICA WRITER’S DREAMKIT 4.0


September 23, 1999








NEW USERS:  


Welcome to the Writer’s DreamKit. The easiest way to build your Dramatica story structure and start writing your story is by using a Structure Template in combination with the Storyguide path. How?


Launch Writer’s DreamKit.


At the Desktop Tiles, click on the Open Story tile.


Select a structure template, e.g. Screenplay Template.


The Desktop Tiles display again.  The title of the window reads Screenplay Template.  Click on the StoryGuide/Start Here tile.


The StoryGuide window displays.  Click on StoryGuide.  Start writing your story!





Be sure to visit our web site at www.dramatica.com for the latest Structure Templates.





**Installation Note**


Writer’s DreamKit installer must be installed from the original CD.  A drag copy of the application will not run.








These Release Notes are organized as follows:





New features in 4.0


Troubleshooting -- FAQ


Contact Info


Bug Fixes





1.  NEW FEATURES IN 4.0





Language Change:


Writer’s DreamKit 4.0 introduces many changes to the Dramatica terminology.  This has been done in an effort to make the theory more accessible and simpler to learn.  The default setting for Writer’s DreamKit 4.0 is to use this "new" terminology.  There is a Term Swap preference that allows you to toggle between the two modes easily.  If you wish to use the "new" terminology, select "Use Layman's Terms". For the "old", select "Use Original Dramatica Terms".





StoryGuide:


A StoryGuide path has been added to the query system.  This path greatly simplifies the storyforming process by guiding you through all the choices necessary to create a flawless story structure.





Structure Templates:


Structure templates for Novel, Screenplay, and Short Story have been added.  They present traditional models of story structure and combine them with Writer’s DreamKit.  Scenes and archetypal characters have been created and woven into a step outline/story treatment based on your story decisions.





Term Dictionary:


A dictionary containing definitions for all Dramatica terms has been added.





Help System:


The Writer’s DreamKit online help system has been completely re-written and updated for Windows 2000.  It now includes the entire User's Manual and Dramatica theory book online.





New Installer:


This new installer allows the use of CD-ROMs.





Postscript Printer Support:


The program now supports Postscript printing.








2. KNOWN PROBLEMS -- FAQ:








Q: Can I open up 4.0 files in earlier versions of Writer’s DreamKit or Dramatica Pro?





A: Due to the nature of the changes in Writer’s DreamKit 4.0, earlier versions (3.0 and before) will NOT be able to open a 4.0 file.  4.0 will be able to read in 3.0 and earlier files however.








Q: How come I only have two choices available for my Objective Story Domain? Shouldn't I have four? 





A: This is actually not a problem but how the program works.  When you first start answering questions in the Story Forming section you have 32,768 possible story forms.  Each time you answer a question you eliminate the remaining story forms for the answers you did not choose. As you narrow your story form down you also eliminate options in unanswered questions. It is not unusual to get down to the Objective Story Domain and only find two of the four options available. This is because one of the options that you have chosen previously would not make sense with the two missing domains.





What you will need to do is "de-select" the previous chosen items until the Domain you want becomes available. The easy way to do this is by going into the Story Engine tile and deselecting the items "Growth" and "Approach" items, this will change the Domain selection from "any of 2" to "any". You would then select the Domain you want, then decide which of the options available for "Growth" and "Approach" best fit your story. You may have to rethink your story a bit.





3. SSI CONTACT INFO -- 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM PST





SALES:


Web: www.screenplay.com


Mail: sales@screenplay.com


Phone: 800 84 STORY (International 818 843 6557)


Fax: 818 843 8364





THEORY SUPPORT (Dramatica theory, terminology questions)


Web: www.dramatica.com


Mail: theoryhelp@dramatica.com





TECH SUPPORT: (Installation, operation, etc.)


Web: www.screenplay.com/support


Mail: support@screenplay.com


Phone: 818 843 0888


Fax: 818 843 8364





SNAIL MAIL


Screenplay Systems


150 E. Olive Ave # 203


Burbank, Ca. 91502











